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was brought up by his mother's sister. He and his mother still
lived with his aunt and her husband. The boy called this uncle
"Daddy" and had on the whole a good relation with him.
About a year before the analysis, the aunt was ill for a time
and the child was put into a convent for a month. During the
year before he came to me, his mother earned her living in
evening work at a cinema, and spent the day at home with the
boy. During this period, the tantrums and fits of "queer" excite-
ment had become worse. In later talks with the mother, the
seriousness of the tantrums became more apparent. She told me
that the head of the kindergarten which Jack attended had
advised her never to send him to a boarding school, as his "fits"
would make him so disliked by the other boys. The course of the
analysis showed that this head teacher was correct in her assess-
ment of the seriousness of the boy's psychological difficulties, in
spite of the fact that in some ways he appeared so normal.
The home was lower middle class, in a new residential district.
The family had very high standards of behaviour, and was
prudish and strict. Jack's mother was very particular about
manners, and always insisted on the rule of "ladies first", when
entering a room, being served at meals or taking any privilege.
The boy had no playmates, save one who was (in the eyes of
mother and aunt) of inferior social standing. They deliberately
kept Jack away from this boy, because of his "bad influence".
Jack's name for his genital was "rudy", and for urination, "to be
excused5'. From these facts, and other indications in my know-
ledge of the mother, it appeared that she had a certain amount of
unconscious hostility towards sexuality, and in particular towards
the boy's maleness.
The major fact of the boy's life was that he had no father of his
own. Consciously, he spoke of having one father and two mothers,
since he lived with his mother, aunt and uncle, and called this
uncle "Daddy". He often heard his mother and aunt speak of his
father's illness and death, and the difference this had made to
his mother's life. When he went to the convent the year before,
the nuns had spoken to him of his "other Daddy" who was "in
Heaven'9. The boy had replied: "No, I have one Daddy and two
Mummies"; but the nuns had insisted that he had "another
Daddy in Heaven", where he was "very happy". Jack's mother
told me this. Later on, I surmised from analytic material that the
nuns had said that his father sang hymns in Heaven.